List of Panellists

Panel 1 - Production traceability
André Nassar

Executive President - ABIOVE
André is the Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil Industries’ (ABIOVE) Executive
President since March 2018. He is one of ICONE’s and Agroicone’s founders. In 2015
and 2016, he was the Secretary for Agricultural Policy in the Ministry of Agriculture in
Brazil and chaired EMBRAPA’s Board of Directors. He graduated from ESALQ/USP
with a degree in Agronomical Engineering, and has M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees from
FEA/USP.

Virgílio Viana

General Director - Fundação Amazonas Sustentável (FAS)
Virgílio holds a PhD in Evolutionary Biology from Harvard University and a post-doc in
sustainable development from the University of Florida. With dozens of books and
hundreds of papers published both nationally & internationally, Professor Viana is one
of Brazil’s leading experts on forestry, environment and sustainable development. He
served as Brazil’s Secretary of State for Environment and Sustainable Development
from 2003 to 2008 and is currently the General Director of Amazonas Sustainability
Foundation (FAS).

Rose McCulloch

EFECA - UK Roundtable for Sustainable Soya
Rose holds an MBA from the University of Bangor. She is a consultant at EFECA, uses
her knowledge of responsible timber and commodity purchasing policies and tools to
support all areas of EFECA’s programmes within the private and public sector. This
includes conducting policy and market reviews to undertaking desk based research on
a range of commodities.

Dawn Emerson

Sustainability Lead EMEA - Cargill
Working with Cargill since 2011, Dawn leads sustainability business in agricultural
supply chain for EMEA region, with a focus on biodiesel, soy, rapeseed and sunflower
oil mills and grains (corn & wheat). She has extensive expertise working in legislation
and global commodity supply chains, sustainable agriculture, deforestation and land
use change, including in South America. She also covers certification schemes and
compliance, in particular European Biofuel compliance.

Anna Gross – Moderation
Financial Times
Anna is a companies and markets reporter for the Financial Times, writing
about trade, politics and the environment, with a special interest in Brazil. Her
work has also been published in The Guardian, The Times and Vice, among
others.

Panel 2 - Biofuels and sustainability
Plínio Nastari

President of DATAGRO
President of Datagro Consulting Ltd., Brazil’s leading consulting company specialized
in sugar and ethanol, serving clients in 41 countries. Former president of the Board of
the Brazilian Association of Automotive Engineers (AEA), he has served as member of
Brazil’s Interministerial Council on Sugar and Alcohol, the National Energy
Commission, and the Commission for Reexam of the Energy Matrix. Plínio holds M.Sc.
and Ph.D. degrees in Agricultural Economics, from Iowa State University, and is a lead
author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) - Second
Assessment Report (2AR).

Floor van der Hilst
Utrecht University

Floor is an assistant professor in the Energy and Resources group of the Copernicus
Institute of Utrecht University. Her research focuses on sustainable biomass
production and sustainable land use. She coordinates several international research
projects on environmental impacts of biomass production, biomass potentials, land
use, and sustainable intensification of agriculture. She spent several working periods
in Mozambique, Ukraine, Brazil and South Africa.

Verena Leckebusch

Head of Low Carbon Fuels Strategy - UK Department for Transport
Verena is head of the Low Carbon Fuels Strategy team and has been working at the
Low Carbon Fuels division of the UK Department for Transport (DfT) since 2016. She
has previously worked for the UK Department for Energy and Climate Change and
held various positions both in the public and private sector in Belgium, Germany and
the UK dealing with energy policy. She has an academic background in European
Studies with a Masters in European Politics and Administration from the University of
Maastricht.

Laura Buﬀet

Director for Biofuels; Transport & Environment (T&E)
Laura joined T&E in April 2013 after two years working as a parliamentary assistant in
the European Parliament. Her focus is on making European fuels policy more
sustainable, moving away from oil towards better advanced alternatives, especially
renewable electricity, and phasing out the support to land-based biofuels. From the
east of France, Laura studied public administration at the Institute of Political Studies,
followed by environmental law at the University of Strasbourg.

Peter Nixon – Moderation
Agribusiness Intelligence
Peter’s main topics of interest are food law and policy, habitat destruction,
socio-ethical sourcing, food-related illness and demands for more localized
production. Before joining the Informa Group in 2000, he covered pharmaceuticals,
medical technology, clinical trials, political lobbying, animal pharmaceuticals and GM
food in Europe, as well as food and environmental issues for many UK newspapers.

Panel 3 - Crop protection and food safety
Guilherme Costa

CAC Chairperson – Codex Alimentarius
Guilherme Costa is a Veterinary Doctor from the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and
Food Supply of Brazil. He is currently Agricultural Attaché in the Mission of Brazil in
Brussels, having previously worked with the Brazilian delegation to the WTO in
Geneva. Since 2017, Guilherme is the Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission. He has 35 years of experience in food safety regulation and negotiation,
and for over 20 years has been involved in Codex work.

Sarah Mukherjee

CEO – Crop Protection Association UK
Former Director of Environment at Water UK, Sarah is the current Chief Executive
Oﬃcer of Crop Protection Association UK, engaging with stakeholders at the highest
level in the fields of crop protection and agricultural science. She is an internationally
award winning journalist with 20 years' experience, including being BBC Environment
Correspondent.

Louise Payton

Policy Oﬃcer (Farming and Land-use) at Soil Association
Louise is a Policy Oﬃcer at the Soil Association, with an emphasis in farming and land
use. She has a M.Sc. in Conservation and Applied Ecology from University College
London.

Chris Harthfield
Senior Regulatory Aﬀairs Adviser – National Farmers Union (NFU-UK)
Chris works in the Plant Health Unit at the NFU, focussing on the regulatory processes
and their implications for availability and use of crop protection products, and the
relationship with UK regulatory authorities, EU institutions and international regimes.
Since 2017, he is chief science and regulatory aﬀairs adviser of the NFU, leading also
on bee health and insect pollinators. Chris started as an entomologist and has 6 years
research experience in insect ecology.

Chris Lyddon – Moderation
AGRAFACTS
Chris joined AGRA FACTS & AGRA FOCUS in September 2017, as Deputy Editor. His
career as an agricultural journalist previously included four years in Brussels covering
the CAP & WTO negotiations, seven years as a news agency reporter based in London
including working in Fleet Street. Chris also covered the grains sector for Reuters for
four years, with a remit to report on trading as well as trade issues & political issues
surrounding agriculture.

Panel 4 - Integrated systems of food production
Vinicius Pereira Guimarães

Brazilian Agricultural Research Agency (EMBRAPA)
Vinicius is a graduate in Foreign Trade/Administration and in Animal Science with a
M.Sc. in Animal Science and a Ph.D. in Animal Production, including research carried
out at Texas A&M University (US) with emphasis in rural economy. During his research
period in the US, he received the Dr Joseph Fontenot Appreciation Club award from
the American Society of Animal Science. He is currently the Coordinator of
EMBRAPA’s Labex Europe.

Jon Storkey

Lead on Achieving Sustainable Agricultural Systems – Rothamsted Research
Jon is a plant ecologist working in the field of sustainable weed management and the
design of cropping systems and landscapes to reconcile crop production with
biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. Jon has a particular interest in the application of
functional ecology to understanding the assembly of weed communities under
contrasting management scenarios. He is also leading on the design of a new
long-term experiment with contrasting crop rotations and cultivation treatments.

Fernando Sampaio

Executive Director – Produce, Conserve, Include Strategy
Fernando Sampaio graduated in Agronomic Engineering from the University of São
Paulo’s College of Agriculture (USP / ESALQ). From 2009 to 2010 he was coordinator
of sustainability of the Brazilian Association of Meat Exporting Industries (Abiec), and
later became Abiec’s CEO. Since 2016, Fernando is the Executive Director of the PCI
(Produce, Conserve and Include) Strategy of the state of Mato Grosso, which was
established to monitor compliance with the targets presented in COP21.

David Cleary

Director of Global Agriculture at the Nature Conservancy
Responsible for The Nature Conservancy's agriculture strategy worldwide. David
advises TNC’s CEO on agriculture and food security issues, helping to implement
initiatives and large-scale multi-programme projects, negotiate partnerships, help
build capacity in conservation programmes in Africa, Asia and the Americas. He has
expertise and long experience with beef and soy supply chains in South America.

Richard Lapper – Moderation
Chatham House
Richard is an Associate Fellow at Chatham House, as well as a consultant, specializing
in Latin America. He worked for the Financial Times for 25 years, including as Latin
America’s editor between 1998 and 2008. He has written and broadcast widely on
Latin America and Southern Africa and spoken at a range of international conferences.

