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Sustainable Agriculture: what is already working?
9th February 2022
2pm - 5pm

Opening Remarks
Fred Arruda
Ambassador of Brazil to the United Kingdom

Closing Remarks
Plinio Nastari
President of DATAGRO - “Renova Bio”
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Panel I
Technologies at hand for a green transition
Francisco Jardim, SP Ventures
Francisco Jardim is co-founder and managing partner at SP Ventures (SPV), a leading firm
in the latam agfood tech venture capital segment. He has led more than 34 investments
and has served on more than 20 boards of directors in this sector. Currently, he is on the
board of some of the most dynamic companies leading the digital transformation and the
new leap in productivity in the continent's agribusiness. His mission is to guarantee the
planet’s food security through a sustainable and fair agribusiness chain.
David Flanders, Chief Executive Officer of Agrimetrics
David has 30 years' international experience across the life sciences. With Agrimetrics since
2016, he was previously: CEO/Co-Founder of a Finnish-UK agri-tech start-up.; CEO of Eagle
Genomics, where he raised the first growth capital for this genomics big data SME; UK Site
Head for a US stem cell company; COO of a proteomics and systems biology start-up; and
at life-science software provider Lion Bioscience. He has US experience at Stanford
University and with a major ag-tech company. He has a degree in Agricultural Biology from
Newcastle University and a PhD in Developmental Biology from the Australian National
University.
Alexandre Amaral, Advisor to Embrapa’s Board of Directors
Alexandre Amaral is the advisor to the Board of Directors of Embrapa for international
strategy, planning and relationships. At Embrapa, he has been in charge of the international
relations portfolio as coordinator of scientific cooperation, manager of strategic relations
and head of international relations. He was a visiting scientist at Rothamsted Research, the
University of Illinois, the University of Wisconsin and Kansas State University. He was also a
member of Embrapa’s Labex programme, an overseas initiative to foster scientific
cooperation with world-class institutions. He holds a PhD in molecular biology. He has been
a researcher at Embrapa since 2002.
Mark van Nieuwland, Vice President of Bovaer, Royal DSM
Mark is the leader of project “Clean Cow” globally, which developed the feed additive
Bovaer®. Together with his team, he aims to further enhance sustainability of ruminant
production systems through innovations, such as methane inhibitors. He works closely
with the dairy and beef sector, retailers and governments globally to support the
successful introduction and commercialization of methane reduction technologies at scale.
Prior to his current role, he worked as VP of strategy at Royal DSM, and has a background as
consultant with McKinsey & Co. and M&A manager at Celesio. He holds a BSc in Marketing
& Sales and BA in Communications from Pennsylvania State University, and a MSc in
Business Administration from Erasmus University Rotterdam.
Moderator
Cristina Cortes, Chief Executive officer of Canning House

Cristina Cortes is an Oxford and LSE politics and economics graduate. Having worked in
government, banking and energy across a variety of commercial, business development
and government relations roles in London, Houston, Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina and
Brazil, in 2015 she joined Canning House, the UK’s leading forum for Latin America and
Iberia. She took over as CEO in 2018.
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Panel III
Policy solutions: devising a legal framework
for sustainability

Celso Moretti, President of the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (EMBRAPA)
Dr. Moretti is an alumnus (2016) of the Harvard School of Government and a Courtesy Associate Professor
at the University of Florida. Member of the Global Panel for Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition
(UK) and Executive Board member of a number of associations, including the Cooperative Program for
Technological Development of Agriculture and Agroindustry in the Southern Cone of the Americas
(Procisur); the Brazilian Association of Agribusiness (ABAG); the Council of Agribusiness of the State of Sao
Paulo Industries (Cosag/ Fiesp); and the International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA, UAE).
Consultant to the UNDP for China and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). Researcher at
Embrapa since 1994.

Gavin Ross, Environmental Land Management Team Lead on: Sustainable Farming Incentive,
Tests and Trials Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs - Defra
Gavin took up the newly created role of head of Environmental Land Management in November

2017 when it was established as a separate work programme. He is now responsible for the Sustainable
Farming Incentive scheme, both its 3 year pilot that’s underway, and the progressive roll-out of the live
service from 2022, within the Future Farming and Countryside Programme (FFCP). Gavin reports to the
FFCP Director, Janet Hughes, who reports directly to David Kennedy, Director-General for Food, Farming,
Animal and Biosecurity. Gavin took up his post in ELM following nearly 5 years as head of the Bovine TB
Programme, before which he headed the Sustainable Fisheries team in Defra. Other than a year out to
complete a MBA degree in 1996/97 and 13 months on secondment to Shell in 2006/07, Gavin has been in
first MAFF and then Defra for the past 36 years. During that time he has been heavily involved in
responding to various animal disease emergencies – BSE 1996; CSF 2000; FMD 2001 & 2007 – as well as
being Principal Private Secretary to the then Secretary of State, Margaret Beckett, from 2002-2006.

Marta Giannichi, Secretary of the Amazon and Environmental Services, Minisity of the
Environment of Brazil
Marta Giannichi is biologist graduated from Mackenzie University, with a Master’s degree in Biodiversity
and Conservation and a PhD in Market Mechanisms for the Conservation of Tropical Forests from the
University of Leeds - England. She serves as the Amazon and Environmental Services Secretariat at the
Ministry of the Environment and has experience as REDD+ project manager in the Brazilian Amazon and
as coordinator and director of the Ministry of Environment's Forest and Sustainable department.

Guilherme Justo, Program Manager at IDH-The Sustainable Trade Initiative
Leading IDH´s market program and activities related to the soy supply chain and market connection in
Europe, with 10+ years of experience in the Sustainability area. Since 2017 has been supporting the
implementation of IDH´s Landscape Approach in Mato Grosso, Pará and Maranhão states in Brazil and
Colombia. Graduated in Environmental Management at the University of São Paulo (ESALQ/USP) and
specialized in environmental technologies at the Polytechnic School of the University of São Paulo
(POLI/USP).

Moderator
Jonathan Wheatley, Emerging Markets Correpondent at the Financial Times
Jonathan Wheatley is emerging markets correspondent at the Financial Times, writing about
development, macroeconomics, financial markets and other issues in developing countries
around the world. He was previously editor of EM Squared, an FT premium service offering
da-ta-driven analysis of news and trends across emerging markets, and editor of
beyondbrics, a guest forum for commentary on issues affecting investment and
development in emerging mar-kets. He is a frequent contributor to FT videos and podcasts.
He has lived in Brazil between 1991 and 2011 where he wrote for the FT and others. He joined
the FT full time in 2005.
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Panel II
Transport and biofuels: the road to a net-zero system
Leticia Phillips, North American Representative, Brazilian Sugarcane Industry Association (UNICA)
As the Brazilian sugarcane industry’s representative in Washington, Leticia Phillips promotes the
benefits of the biofuel with Congress, regulatory agencies and other stakeholders. She also manages the
industry’s relationships with the states, most notably California, by far the biggest importer of Brazilian
sugarcane ethanol. Leticia’s work on behalf of the industry culminated in the historic elimination of the
30-year-old U.S. tariff on imported ethanol. She is a regular contributor to Ethanol Producer Magazine
and an expert on Brazil-US relations.

Patricia Thornley, Director of the Energy and Bioproducts Research Institute, Aston University,
Supergreen
Professor Patricia Thornley has 28 years’ experience working on energy projects in industry and
academia, (including around 20 commercial plants focused on risk management of advanced
technology implementation). She regularly advises on issues related to bioenergy, has been Director of
the UK’s Supergen Bioenergy Hub since 2012, and Editor-in-Chief of the Elsevier journal Biomass &
Bioenergy since 2017. Her research interests focus on sustainability assessments of energy systems,
evaluating the environmental, economic and social consequences of implementation pathways at the
interface of the academic, policy and industrial communities. She is also an appointed member of
Defra’s Tree and Woodlands Scientific Advisory Group and the UK Government’s Green Technical
Advisory Group. In 2021 she was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Academy of Engineering.
Jonathan Scurlock , Chief Adviser, Renewable Energy and Climate Change at National Farmers' Union
Over 30 years’ experience as a specialist in environmental science and energy policy, with particular
expertise in bioenergy and other renewable energy technologies, climate change and the global
carbon cycle. The author of more than 50 research papers and book chapters, he has lived and worked
in Britain, the USA and numerous developing countries, especially on the African continent. Writing and
broadcast experience includes TV and radio work, freelance journalism, and explaining science and
technology to non-specialist audiences. Most recently a leading advocate on renewable energy and
climate change policy in British agriculture.
Pietro Mendes, Director of Biofuels, Ministry of Mines and Energy of Brazil
Pietro is Director of Biofuels at the Ministry of Mines and Energy that is responsible for National Biofuels
Policy (RenovaBio) and the Fuel of the Future Program. At National Agency of Petrol, Natural Gas, and
Biofuels (ANP), he was advisor of the Director General and Deputy Manager of Quality and Biofuels. He
was a postdoctoral scholar at the Beddie School of Business at Simon Fraser University (SFU). Mr.
Mendes holds a PhD in Chemical Technology and Biochemical Processes from the Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ).
Moderator
Christopher Sabatini, Senior Research Fellow for Latin America, US and the Americas Programme
Dr Christopher Sabatini is senior fellow for Latin America at Chatham House, and was formerly a
lecturer in discipline in the School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia University.
Chris is also on the advisory boards of Harvard University’s LASPAU, the Advisory Committee for
Human Rights Watch’s Americas Division and of the Inter-American Foundation. He is also an HFX
Fellow at the Halifax International Security Forum.

